Lp -Þ« oy whoſe minds and hearts are ing 
le after the way. of peace and reſt with 
Tonds Which the Leaders of ,ttie people IM > © 

thi zge have cauſed thenyto. erre Toy E565 bet bhs 
and have forgotten their Tong. ff Re 6 
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ny-for tlie Lotd and his: 
Feth-out of the World, and- Js. 
thered; and not by thetrue HM 
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; ack" of Ages from everlaſting | 

| to everlaſting. 

ada Teſtimony againftall'blindgaides, and fool ibs 

A .ders which ws d make the lng of God(the "Y 

'-Aith in-the hearr and in-thermouth) of noeffe&, by 


. their.owh Imaginations, and' fo- DAapen for 
e 1ft- 


Fu racy hope, and fo leaveth all EF 
Sodom where they found them, here our Loud * 


Was and is crucified«- 
dd. this is a true Teſtimony inv cenafecſs borx enkal the. 
World: for-the Feuths fake r invites bon th it 14) by. 
-bia-who irkwown to many by name. bit, RES, 
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\-N-the eleventh: day of chetl neth,-16&K 
as-I food at my labour in-myourward cal ne": 5 
with my mind ſtaid on the Lord\and'my thoughts 
exerciſed in his:-Law which is light, the-ſtate and 
condition of the deceived, and the deceiving Preachers - 
- of theſe times, came-itito my mind, anditheir unrighte- _ 
ouſnefs was laid before me,' (as it had+beeti many atirne + ©; 
— before) by which'the people-have been and are deceived; Ws 
and periſheth for want of knowletige,* ſo I was moved of 
Lord in tlte clear ſpirit of truth, to propound theſe que- 
ries for the ſeed ſake, which is kept in bondage in all-peo« 
ple, which are-led'by/fach It anda to themakin 
mianifeftſomie part of theiruncleaff ſpaiie,' whiclyſrnlet 
itt them,” and in all -people whith' #re lead bytthems 
which 1iverh' out - of the Truth; the ' which© #ruth 
maketh free all which liveth in it j/and therefore'is-theit wt 
afniger kindled againſt all which'are-niade free'/bytiry:!bel -—" 
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caufe they arein bondage to the fpirit 6F this workizand 
hoy tb cg" arrother thins then in che truth of the 
' LavYd'God who made the World'and all things'therein; 
Whick'dwellech tive in Temples 'nidde with hands; 'nei- 
ther is he worſhipped by mens hands;feeing he-giverly life 
and bytath niftoally for thitt ehd'alone' that all fhould4 
Iiveithtg him,” ahd' praiſelhis great and\glovxions Name, 
which+s known over all,as-all- find inthe Covenantiof 2: 
life and light with him in which they were created; And 7 
ſeeing that this God 'is very much profeſſed; and little "EY 
known; and Teſt! worthiped* in” the fpirit' and tw lie | 
tritth; "although there be {6 tnafiy worſhippers of him fn E 
words of all forts, they all worſhipping they kiiownor 4 
whar, being out. of the Covenane'wherein' they were 4 
"created, even of the light Where the'trhe knowledoe —— 
and worſhip. of God ftandeth ;5/ and! therefore asone -: 
which: hath obtained” mercy, -and by 'it-brottghedlnreo 1} 
Covettatit' again, do Tipropotiiq theſe Quneriesginlove 7 
wito all ro confider'of, and'YFetthe witnelle 6f 'God ih - 
all conſciences anſwer, ES oo 206443 ett 4 
bo 455" 8 E A 2 TE x Rap | 
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'Quere. 1. \ © Fare God be not all-light, and in 


him is no darkneſs at all ? | And whe- 
ther this were not and be not the meſſage which the 
Saints and Minifters of Chriſt were and are now to 
\ preach according to the Scriptures ? 6: 
Quere 2. Whether Jeſus Chriſt be not the light of . 
the World, and hath'not enlightened every one which ,. 
cometh into the World ? And whether all which be« 
lieveth in his light ſhall not come ont of darkneſs, and ' 
feel and witnels the light of light according to the Scri= 
ptures? + 't | = 
.Quere 3. Whether God and Chrift in the light be 
nor one. according to the Scriptures ? And 'although 
many may, and do ſay fo, becauſe it is left on Record 
by the ſpirit. of Truth which dwelt in the Children of 
light, yet whether any can come unto the true know= 
ledge of it, hut by the,miſtery of faith held ina pure 
concience ? And, whether all men be not without that 
faith by nature, and whether any can come unto that 
faith untill they believe in the light which ſhineth in 
the heart, to'give the light of the knowledge of the glo- 
ry of Godin the face of Jeſus Chriſt, which is eternal 
life, - as it is aþided ing, according:to the Scripture ? 
Quere 4. Whether .Chrift Jeſus,, the Covenant of 
Light, doth not proceed from the Father and God of 
Light as a free gift of, grace unto , man,. ſhining in his 
heart: to make manifeſt-,with the Spirit of Truth the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, for.to keep man from 
the-committing of aFions which are evil, which are firſt 
zommitted,in the thoughts of the heart where: the alie- 
.nation ſtands? And whether this be not the condem» 
nation of all which. are condemned; that they turn 
from. the, Covenant of God, and do not. ſet to their 
| deates; by believing in it che Covenant of . light? And 
whether this: the Covenant of light be not the.way of 
' .' God for all to meet-him im, and to work righteouſneſs - 
in, by caſtiug' off the workes and deeds of :darkneſfle, 
Walk 
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which by thelight in the $15.00 made manifeſt ?* And 
whether all which doth joyn unto the. light by believing 7 
' init, doth not joyne unto Godin Chriſt Jeſus in the new - ** 
Covenant which God maketh with his people, which 1s. 
written in the heart, and put into the inward parts, 
wherein the light ſhineth according to the Scripture ? 

 Quere 5 And whether all unrighteouſneſſe be not 
fin, and whether he which committerh fin be not of che 
Devil ? and whether he which loveth fo to do be not 
brought forth into the image of the Devil? and wherher 
any which will not caſt off- what by the light is made 
manifeſt to be evil, doth not love their fins, and hate 
the light, and fo joyning unto the evil, ſhut themielves 
out of Covenant with God in the light, andſo remain- 
eth in the Covenant of death and darkneſſe, and ſoun- 
der the bond of iniquity? And whether any which there=- 
in ſtand be fit to preach unto others the way of God, ” 
which is life and light, and if any do preſume to ule 
their tongues to preach to others in that ſtate,then whe- 
ther all ſuch be not hypocrites and vain talkers, intru- 
ding into ſuch things as they never ſaw from the Lord 
in the Covenant cf light, but have learned it by nature 
and tradition, and ſo are vainly pufe up-in their fleſhly 
mindes ? and whether they are not thole who ſhall ne- 
ver profit the people at all, they having gotten as it 
were a form of Godlinefle, but denying the power there- 
of (which ſtandeth in the Covenanc of light ?) and whe» 
ther all people which have been followers of ſuch be not 
to turn away from them and to turn to Chriſt Jeſus, 
Gods Covenant of light, which he hath freely given. as 
a free gift of grace untoall men that will receive hun to 
be'their teacher, and to learn of him alone according to 
the Scripture ?- | 

Quere 6. And whether all which love and live in Gn" 
and unrighteouſnefle, and yet will preſume to preach 
the words of righteouſneſle recorded in the Scripture of 
truth, benot ſnch as ſteal the words now, as the falſe 
Prophets did whom the Lord was againſt ? And whether 

A 3 the / 


-_ 


-theLord be not againſt them now as ever he was? and 


whether they be not ſuch as run when the Lord- never 
ſent them, and ſo. ſhall-never profit the people: at 
all, no more then they did ? And whether all ſuch 
Preachers may net as well be known now;as in the days 
paſt, by their fruits ? for can we gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thiſtles now any more than they could then ? 
and may we not know them now by their fruits as they 
did then, which preacht for filchy lucres ſake,and through 
feigned words and covetous praGiſes makes merchandile 
of the people, every one looking for his gam from his 
quarter, that ſo he may feed himſelf with the fat, and 
cloath himſelf wich the wool but he ftarveth theflock;and 
if any for conſcience ſake cannot put mto their mouths, 
they even prepare war againſt them now as they did 
then; and of this ſort are all ſuch preachers as rebell 
againſt the light, as the prophets Teſtrmony of them is ? 
Andare we any more to uphold them now then the chil- 
dren of light were then? or are we not to bear our publick 
Teſtimony againſt them now as they did then, according 
to the whole current of Scripture? C | 
Quere 7. Whether all which liveth in the praiſe of 


that horrible and filthy thing which was committed in 


the Land of Iſrael as it is now in the land of Ezgland, to 
the far-excceding of them, as the Prieft preachingfor 
hire, andthe Prophets prophecying for money (and the 
peoples loving to have it 1o) be not as much now to be 


. witneffed againſt, as it was then? And whether it be not 


aSgreatanevil, andas much to be taken notice of by our 
God now as it was then, for his Witnefles to be evilly 
entreated now as they were then, to the great ſhame of 
the name of a Chriſtian, who hath ſtolethe name, and 
loſt the nature, and ſo bringeth forth contrary fruit, 
even ſuch as the Lord will ny rd with vengeance, accord- 


1ng tothe words'of his Son Jeſus Chrift the ſame yeſter= 


day as to day and forever, the Rock of Ages, and: founs 
dation of all truth, according to the Scripture ? 
Quere £2. And whether all which live in fin and love 
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. ſo todo, which can ran from Town to Town, and from © 

'-  PariſhtoPariſh, and from Ship to Ship for gifts and re-- 
wards, andſo preach as to get the peoples money by flat- 
tery, and daubingvf them up with untempered morter, 
in telling them they are that which the witnefſe of God 
in thetr conſciences telleth them they are not, andif 
they cannot fo have the wages of unrighteouſneſle (the 
peoples money) then they will take ic by the force of a 
carnal pretended Law, which 1s without alf grounds fot 
it, butany way to haveit will ſerve their turn ? Whe- 
ther all ſach be not Rebels againſt the power of the Lord 
org and againſt the Covenant of God, wherein the 
ure mercies of David arein;oyed,and theglory of Iſrae/ 
is witneſſed, even the free covenant of light, in which 
the true Prophets did and doth ſtand, which as a light 
nnto the feet, and a lanthorn unto the pathes it compa(- 
ſeth the minds of all the Children of light,and fo guideth 
them ont from under the teachings of ali ſuch evil-min- 
ded men and ſeducers, for they wax worſe and worſe - 
through covetouſneſfſe , ſo the one he buildeth up a 
wall,and the other he daubeth it with untempered mor- 
ter, and ſothey keep up that alive which ſhould be put 
to death, and pur to death that which ſhonld be kept a-- 
live, and as the falſe Prophets ever did, whoſe damna- 
tion ſlumbereth not according tothe Scripture ? 

Quere 5. Whether all which live in fin, and -love ſo 
to do, and yet will preſume to uſe their tongues to 
preach to otherz from the words of the Scriptures of 
truth, be not now as great theeves as the falſe Prophets 
ofold were, who ftole the true Prophets words,and ſaid, 
Thus faith the Lord, when the Lord never ſpoke unto 
them, and though they ſpoke true words, yet they could 
not profit the people, becauſe they ſtole them, and did 
nov ſpeak from the ſpirit of truth, the life of righteout- 
nefſe made manifeſt in them, and ſo although they did 
ſwear the Lord livech, which was true words, yet they 
ſwore falſely ,. and how can that ſpirit now _ 


Trath , which could then ſpeak nothing bur. falſe- 
_hood, 


 hood,, alchongh they di 
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for a man which liveth in fin, andloveth it, for him co 


preach to another of the true Miniſters lives recorded in 


the Scriptures, becauſe they lived- according to their 
words, which are true words, that doth not make him 
righteous, neither doth his words reach to the witneſfe 
of God which is righteous in every .mans conſcience 
which heareth him, and ſo none are able to learn righ- 
reouſneſſe by him, becanſe that ſpirit is head in him, 
and ſpeaketh the words which hath a life in fin and un- 
righteouſneſſe, as covetouſneſle, pride, and what not ? 
for from one root doth all {in proceed, and fo the blind 
leadeth rhe blinde, and all muſt needs fall into the 
ditch, according to the Scripture ? 


Quere 1c. And ſo whether that which is given unto 
every man to profit withall, and to lead man out of fin 
up to God, be not by them murdered, and that which 
the Devil hath begotten in man, which is the ſeed of 
the Serpent, whole life is in ſfin(and therefore wil plead 
for it) be not by them nouriſhed and kept alive, and 
this is' juſt contrary the one unto the other, and unto 
the promiſes of God unto man, that the ſeed of the 
woman ſhall break the head of rhe Serpent, and this 
was and is all that ever the righteous Minifters of God 
ever travelled and laboured for, to bring forth the ſeed 
of the Woman, whoſe name is called the Word of God, 


to rule in the heart, by which the creature was and 1s 


wade able to do the will of God 3 and here was and is 
the blefling of the promiſes felt as this birth is felt, bur 
the Devil who.was the murderer from the beginning of 
this birch,and abode not in the truth which is the light, 
and in all which are from the Covenant of light doth 
he rnle, and labour to carry on his old work to keep. 
people from believing in the light, the Covenant of 
God, wherein the ability ſtandeth, and is received to 


deſtroy and overcome the power of hell and death which 


is his Kingdom, ſo can all the Childreu. of light erily 


foak true words,” for now 53 | 


- $24 


an? % 4 «2d x 
Cer © 44-44 as +. 
ONCE we e228 


es 
nn 
xt 
PL: *, 
£7 


Fs 
LS dee 
OO DET. © 55 
ER I PER IER 
* *,# 
t 


LA 088 6 
» 


"IRR 


4 
ST; 


\ 


r +. 


; Way $4.40 lf; EXE 
_ £ FE > Lt 
8 , © F>* , F? 
- %. *+-£ 0 1% 


- 


% 


orld, according to the Scripture ? 


And thus have in love unto the ſeed of God in all 
propounded theſe few Queries, to the opening of the 
opening of the underſtanding of all, which have not 
fully made ſhipwrack of faith and a good conſcience,bit 
feeleth ſomething yer left which hungereth and thirſt= 
eth after righteouſneſſe, and unto it it the bleſſing is, 
which will not be, nor cannot be ſatisfied with the talk 
of the thing, but muſt have the, thing it ſelf, which .is 
the ſubſtance, or elſe it dieth, which all which are co- 
vered with the ſhadow of, are willing to ſet to their 
ſhoulders by words and a&ions to perſecute, but if in 
a blind zeal they kill the body, and think they do God 
go00d ſervice in ſo doing, that will not excuſe them,but 
they fulfill the Scripture to their own deftruftion, for 


the ſervant is not greater then his Maſter, and cur re. 


ward is with Him, in whom I reſt, in my meaſure, a 
friend unto all, and known unto the Loru init and to 
the ſons of men, by my name, as to man, 


Luke Howarcl. 


A ND now a few words unto all you which call your 
ſelves Churches gathered out of the World, I mat- 
ter not your names of diftinftion, for that cover will 


not not hide yon, the nature and ground being ftand- 


ing Which is all one, and with the light of Chriſt Jeſus 
you are ſeen and made manifeſt, and unto the mealure 
of the ſame light in you all (in whom it 1s not yec put 
out) I ſpeak and write thele lines for you to conlider of, 
Whether you be gathered out of the World,yea or nay ? 


or by what ſpirit or power you are gathered together ? 


for this know, that it is noc ſufficient for you to gather 
in a heap togecher, and call your ſelves by the name of 


.-the 


ſay, greater is he which ca us, then he which is in'the- | 
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cf Chriſt not to be found among you, but that ground 
ſtanding which bringeth forth briers and thorns, botle 
in yon and your Leaders,and all ſuch fruit is but for the 
fire and the wrath of the Lord, and therefore for you 
to pretend to praiſe ſuch things, as the Saints in the 
dayes paſt did pra&ife, by the leadings of the ſpirit of 
life which dwelt in them, and ſo left them on record for 
the learning of all which are lead by the ſame fpirit 
which can read them and underſtand them, according 
as they live in the fulfilling of them, for they were the 
Sons of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and as many as 
are led by the lame Spirit of God they are the Sons of 
God now and none elfe,and therefore conſider whether 
the pure Spirit of the Lord have led you to gather toge- 
ther , or your own ſpirits, the which yet hath fellows 
ſhip with the World, and-can joyn thereto, and love 
the things thereof, and this 1s a true Teſtimony that 
the love of the Father is not in ſuch, neither are they 


called out of the World. 


[t is true, there was a cry once in the hearts of many 
of you after righteouſneſſc, and there was in your hearts 
and mindes an inclining to ſatisfie_it, and that which 
cried after righteouſneſſe was the righteous {pirit and 
ſeed of (God, and the manifeſtation of it was given un- 
to you for to profit withall, which cry was againft nn- 
righteouſnefle, for to have been ſeparated indeed from 
under the burthen ofit, which did opprefle it as a Cart 
1s opprefſed with ſheaves, thatſo it might have enjoyed 
its freedom, with the Lordin righteouſneſle which is its 
life; but now conſider whether you have profited in this, 
which was given unto you to profit withall, or whether 
you havemot profited and increaſed in your own ſpirit, 
and ſo have this murdered, -and by your ſelf-ſeparation 
are grown harder and harder in fin and iniquity, and 
ſo through the ſtrength and ſubtilty thereof have learn- 
ed how to live in it and to cover it over, and to plead 


for it, but wo be to him which covereth his fin wm 
«th 


I 


[9] 
aeth nis tranigrettion, tor he ſhall not proſper, for the 


Eſats for now conſider this in the fear of the Lord,that 
that which in the dayes paſt bore witneſſe againf fin, 
and cryed after righteouſnefle hath not now changed its 
nature to. become willing to live in fin, although its 
yoyce may not be fo much heard as in the dayes paſt, 
becauſe the earth is grown thicker over it then ir 
was, yet that which was humble in you and then called 
for humility and wrought ſome tendernefſe in you is 
the ſame ſtill as its hearkened unto, and is not-now be- 
come proud, but beareth witneſfle againſt it ſtill as its 
ſuffered to ſpeak in you, and that which was righteous 
and wrought in you ſome tendernes in the days paſt, and 
cryed after righteoulſnes that it might have had a free life 
from under the bond of iniquitie, hath not now chan- 
ged his nature to become unrighteous to live in cove- 
touſnefſe and pride, and according. to the courſe of 
this world, to ſerve the times as ofc as they do change, 
and to ſeek the--honour and glory and profit of chis 
world and to joyn thereto, but that ſpirit which can 
do theſe things is that which hath murdered this juſt 
one and {lain the Lamb of God, now' as ever it hath 
done, from the foundarion of the world, and here read 
your ſelves all you time-ſerving Profeſſors; And there- 
fore as you prize your eternal peace confider of your 
latter end before it be too late when time fhall be no 
more,for then ſuch fruits will be bitter unto you,there= 
fore whilſt you have time prizeit and anſwer the requir- 
ings of the ſpirit of the Lord by obeying of it, and re- 
bel not againſt it when theſe things are made manifeſt 
by it, and ſell not your birth-right therein for vain 


and unprofitable things which in the day of the Lord 


you will beaſhamed of. 
 Forthis honeſtly conſider of, whether a fooliſh cu- 


ſom of words or praiſes in aCtion or faſhions of apparel 


which riſeth cut of the carnal heart, be not vain and 


Unproſlitable, although the heart may beſo much drawn 
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hand of the Lord will ſearch out the hidden things of 
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intothe th'ng, that the eye can ſcarce ſee or lcok,or the 
ear hear, but the ſpirit luſtech- after all it ſeeth or heareth 
and whether the liv.ng therein be not rebelling againſt 
the light, which fome:imes checketh in ſecret for them, 
and whecher Rebellion againſt that that checkerh, be 
not as the fin of witch-crafc, which maketh the heart 
harder and harder, and ſo much the harder, becauſe 
you are covered with a profeſſion of the Saints life, which 
yeu are out of, and ſoare im the liberty of the fleth; bur 
wo be to him that covereth his fin, for he ſhall not 
profper ; therefore to the light which maketh all things 
1m the heart manifeſt incline your ear, and hear, that 
your ſonles may live, and to it bow, and in it wait, 
thar you may be compaſled about therewith, and feel 
the righteous power of life which in it is made manifeſt, 
the tongue to bridle, and the whole man to govern, or 
elſe your profeſſion is all, in vain, and it is curſed, as is 
your pride and all unrighteoufneſle 3 for new for a 
proud and covetous man in his proud and covetous 
mind to profeſſe Religion,that doth not make him righ- 
teGus, nor change . his heart, nor yet his looking ito 
the Scriptures of Truth, and with that Spirit which 
leadeth out the mind topride and covetcuſneſfſe:; read 
them over, and imagine and think how the Saints in 
dayes paſt were ſeparated from the World, and ſo catch- 
eth up ſomething m his-carnal mind, which caufeth him 
to get into ſome heap of people or other called a Church, 
and ſoremaineth nil ignorant of that which changeth 
the heart ; for that which changeth the heart, ſepara- 
red them from the World, and gathered them ont of it, 
and cauſed them to bear a righteons Teſtimony againſt 
the World, by the ſpirit of grace which appeareth to 


" the World andis the condemnation of all which believ- 


eth not in 1t, and the ſalvation of all which believeth 
init, and profiteth by it, and anſwereth its requirings 
by obeying of it, and caſting off every weight and bur- 
then which doth ſo eaſily beſet it,that it may ariſe, which 


_ _.. will be made ablethrough the-power of him that rear- 


eth 
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etl it to run with patience the race of righteouſneſs ſet 
before it, which race cannot be ſeen, nor what is to be__ 
be caſt off known, but as the mind is ſtayed in the light 
which maketh all things manifeſt that is reproveable by. 
it, And therefore all you which love and ferveth the 
unjuſt power which leadeth the heart and mind to lin, 
and keeps the juſt under {uffering, under the power of 
iniquity, in captivity, to your luſt, to you ---- I fay,it 
ſeemeth but a ſmall thing ro you to blaſpheme the light 
of Chriſt which ſhineth in the heart, and makerh all 
things manifeſt, which oppoſeth the ſeed of God, this 
you can call natural light, or natural conſcience, as of- 
ten as you pleale, as the dark power moveth in your 
minds, becauſe your tongues are your own, but ſuch 
names the Scriptures never called it by ; ſo your blaſ- 
phemy will reft upon your own heads, which w;ll be 
heavy for you to bear when the light muſt be your con- 
demner and judge 3 but this I know, if you did n»t love 
your evil deeds, and hate the light as the Scripture 
taith, I am ſure you would not fo call ic, neither could 
you ſo blaſpheme it, For now conlider this, that ſp:- 
ritual wickednefle in the heart which maketh delolate 
the ſoul, & ſtandeth where it ought not to ſtand, cannot 
be made manifeſt by a natural ligntt, but that muſt of 
neceſſity be ſpiritual which maketh manifeſt ſpiritual 
wickednefle, and lcadeth out ofit,and this is the whole 
work of the power of darknefle ro keep peoples hearts 
from believing in the light, and to place a pre,udice in 
the mind againſt it, leaſt it ſhould make him manifeſt, 
and the ground in which his power ftandeth, and fo his 
Kingdom ſhould come to be deſtroyed, which will beas 
the light is believed in and this Teitimony I bear for 
the Lord unto his light againſt all the blaſphemers of ic, 
in the whole world. 
And therefore all you which are got into heaps, and 
— call your ſelves the Church of Chriſt, and yet can plead 
againſt the light of Chriſt, which leadeth into the 
/ B 3 __ Church 
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"Church of God, which £ 2] Chriſt Jeſus, the Rock of 


vent i hs. Ad 
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Ages, as he is the light of the World. 

Donot yon manifeſt your ſelves to be gathered and 
ſ:parated onely in words, and by a wrong Spiric,and fo. 
by your fruits declare your ſelves but to be the Syna- 
gogue of Satan, begotten by the prince of pride, and 
father of lies, who hath taught you to blaſpheme, to 
call your ſelves Saints in ſaying you are ſeparated from 
the World, and yet differ in your pra@iſe nothing from 
the World? except ic be to exceed them in wickednefle; ' 
for to live in 1in, and to be ableto plead fer it, the 
which many of them are aſhamed to do, and ſo the 
Publican and Harlot may enter into the kingdom of 
God before yee. So upon a true ſearch and weigin- 
ing of you 111 the true ballance, and meaſuring of 
you by a juſt meaſure, ] cannot finde you' to be but 
che worſt cf men, and the greareſt enenues to the 
Crofſe of Jeſus which are this day living, aud not 
wrong you at all; And this Teſtimony I muſt needs 
give-of the greateſt part of you that ever I met 
with, that itis the greateſt work you find to do, to 
plead for fm, and for to live in it as long as you 
live in the bedy, ſo you ſhew what Lord you ferve, 
and whom you are willing to ſerve as long as you 
can ſerve him\, and yet you ſay you hope to' be 
glorified with the Sainc$ in light, and ro have an in- 
heritance among them which are ſan&ifhed : Is not 
this the. hope of the Hypocrite, and will it not pe- 
riſh? for where will you be ſanCified ? Not by im- 
puted righteouſneſſe ( as you call it ) in your dark 
minds whileſt you live in fin, and finn:ng againſt the 


Hght and power of him who is the true light and 


power. to deftroy and take away fin-and the ground 
of it : And therefore this conlider, how yon will by 


- your principles eſcape holding of a Purgatory when 


you are dead, let the wiſe m heare which live by 
faith judge; ſo of the worſt of 'men in praQtiſe, and 
| one - 
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one with the _ Papiſt in dSmene T find you to-be,, 
and yet do you no wrong ac all in ſo ſaying of you, _ 
neither do I write this to uptraid you, God 15 my wit- 
neſſe, but to make manifeſt your ignorance to the 
view of your underſtanding, that you may ſee you 
are not ſeparated as you ſay you are from the * 
World, but as the father of lies hath deceived your 
hearts, and ſo made you a perfet Synagogue for 
himſelf to dwell in and among, whilſt he ruleth in 
the heart and guideth your tongues to plead againſt 
the perfe& light of Chriſt Jelus, the true Saviour 
of the ſoul from ſinne, and calleth ic naturall, and 
ſo undervalueth it as a thing too low for you to 
walk by , and as if you had a higher light to walk 
by, when thouſands can witneſſe to the glory of the. 
Lord and the praiſe of his grace, that the light which 
you call natural and low leadeth out of fin and gi- 
veth victory over it, whereas that wich you call a 
higher light and {piritual, you are forced to confeſs 
doth not ſo lead you out of lin, but that it leaveth 
a root' for you to plead for and to remain un-cut up 
as long as you live; And whether yours bethe Lords 
Axe which cuts up the corrupt tree by the root, let 
the pure witnefſe of God in your conſciences anſwer? * 
And ſo whether that which you call ſpirital and high, 
or that which you call natural and low, be the true 
light of the Lord, which he hath given to be falva- 
tion to;the ends of the earth , let the Children of 
light judge, which by the Word of life which they 
have ſeen, taſtzd and handled of can judge righteous 
judgement ? and ſo ſay in truth, greater is he which 
1s in us, then he which is in the World, to the ful- 
filling of the Scripture, which ſaith, The ftrong man 
armed keepeth the houſe untill the ſtronger then he 
comes which all the pleaders for fin are yet ignorant 
of, ſo are to be ſilent, and to the name of Jeſus co. 


bow , and in the light to wait , until they feel the 
working 
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working of that power in them wch bindeth the ſtrong 


man and fpoileth his goods, and this 18 the power of 


God which ſaverch from ſin, and ſo leadeth the mind 


and heart by its power to plead againſt all im, and to 


plead for everlaſting righteouſneſſe, and m it to dwell 


by believing i the light. 
And thus I have born my Teſtimony unto the light 


of the Lord, againſt the darknefle of the World, and 


to the righteouſneſſe of God, againft the unrighteouſ- 
neſſe of the World, and all chat plead for it, whether 
they be gathered together, and call themſelves (though 
falſly) the Church of Chriſt, or not gathered together, 
for in the light they are ſeen to be all one, as well now 
as in the dayes paſt, who have ftole the name but have 
loſt the nature, and ſo are dead whillt they live. 


Luke Howard, 


ND now all my dear brethren which are re- 
deemed from under the Idol ſhepherds, and 

gathered ont of the falle wayes and worthips, 
(which are many m the World) which are dear 

and near unto me in the Lord, who hath viſited us with 
the day-{pring, or the ſpringing of the day from on 
high, and by his eternal power in the word of life hath 
vilited his own plant in us all, to the railing up of the 
priſoner of hope, which can both patiently wait and 
hope for the Salvation of God. I ſay unto you all, 
dear friends, in the bowels of everlaſting love and ten- 
dernefſe, and as you tender the glory of our God and 
your own-eternal peace, dwell low in the fear of God, 
and keep unto thar in and by which you have beer vi- 
lited, and forget.it uot by atty means,” but keep to it: 
E; 8: that 
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that you 'may all be ld in the feeling of a living 
__ of God, born up in your underſtanding, foto 

eep your minds alwayes ſtaied on the Lord in-the watch 
that the enemy enter not, ſo will you find the ſeed to 
grow and theÞrifoner of hope to be brought forth, which 
comes to do the will of him that hath it begotten, and 
viſited, and by the right hand of his power hath ir 
brought forth, which cannot live ont of the preſence 
of that God of power and life which begot it and 
brought ir forth, and this is the way of Gods ſalvation, 
wherein it is revealed to all that wait for it. And - 
here all-people and profeſſors of all ſorts come and t 
your hope, If it be not the hope of Gods ele& it will 
not ftand you- in ſtead m the day of the Lord, when 
he appeareth to give-to every man according to his 
faith , but will prove you to be but the hope of 
the Hypocrite ns thar will periſh eternally, And 
therefore whileſt you have time prize it and conſi- 
der from which ſeed your hope rifeth, for that ſeed 
which: can live out of the preſence of God is not Gods 
elefted one, but is that which is curled eternally, and 
if that profefſe and hope, it hopes in vain, for it is re- 
probated conterniug the fairh of Gods ele&, and is caſt 
out of Abrabams houſe , or the habitation of the faith- 
ful for ever, for it is that which gendereth to bondage, 
and ſoto death, and enderh therein, and to the liberty 
or freedom of the ſeed of God it 1s a ſtranger, for now 
conlider this that ſeed or ſpirit which can live inpride 
cannot live in humility, and that which can hve in un- 
righteouſnes cannot live in righteouſneſſe, and 'that 
which can live in the ſervice of the Devil cannot live in 
the ſervice of God, and therefore all you which can live 
in tin and unrighteouſnefle, 1n death and darkneſs and 
plead for it, and yet ſay you hope for ſalvation with the 
Lord, whoſe natnre and being 1s in righteouſnefle and 
purity, in the immortal light and glory, ( for righte= 
outneſle is the girdle of his Loyns.) Are you nat dece» 
ved by the deceiver and father of lies? who will let you 
G E 
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be Kyporrites and let yon Li Fl a profeſſion and ſteal 


the name of Saints,and of being called out of the World 
ſo that he may keep his ſeed alive in you, which cannot 
hve but in tranſgreiiion, and therefore will plead againſt 
nas freedom, for by this the Devil knowes that if 
e can but get men to love {inne and tranſgreſſion, and 
to joyn thereto, as to covetoutnefſe,and pride and wan- 
tonetſe,and ſeeking honour one of another, or any un» 
tighteouſnes for to ſerve him in, and yet make a profel- 
fion too; then ſuch a man is fit to make a Teacherand a 
uler in his Kingdom of darknefle, and to plead for it 
againſt the light, that ſo his work to murder the ſeed of 
God: which-is begotten in the light may go the more 
frenger on in the myſterie of iniquity, ; for if the ſer- 
pents: ſeed in Cain which . can imbrace, this preſent 
World,ſhonld offer a Sacrificezis it not from that ground 
which .is curſed, and ts it not an abomination to the 
Lordas his murder is ? For if that ſeed or nature offer 
a-{atrifice,. or if it {lay a-mian;; 1s it not all one as to the 
Lord)? yea afluredly,: although by its ſacrificing and 
profeſſion it wonld ſeek to cover its fin and the ground 
trom whence it proceedeth wherein its life lygth which-is 
nouriſhed and kept alive by the duſt threofg: which is all 
A for its ſake, he that! readeth let him under- 
and. 1-4 ; - | 

And therefore all people. upon the face of the earth 
unto whom theſe lines may come, this is that I have to 
fay unto youall in love unto the ſeed of God in yon 
all, the Lord is my witnefſe-I lepot Iſay this unto you 
all, If you will haveeternabpeace with your Maker, bow 
down to that which may be known of God the light of 
Jeſus Chriſt which is eternal, which is made manifeſt in 
you, and is daily thewen unto you, which light is the 
grace of God which appeareth unto you, and checketh 
you in ſecret when no eye ſeeth;you, and diſcoverteh the 
thoughts and intents of your hearts unto you before they 
are brought forth. into evil ations, the which if you re- 
A celve 
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the light of Chriſt Jeſus which ſheweth to man fin-and 


> 
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ceive it, I am a witneſle for Hee Lord in this the day of 
his power, that it will teach you to deny all ungodlineſlſe, i RE 
or that which is not like God which it reproves, and: - . © © 
brings you mto the tmage of God, oo lin which is EY 
righteouſneſle and true holinefle which it juſtifies, butiF 
you rebell againſt it, aſſuredly it will eternally condemn 
you from his preſence, although you may ſay in your 
hearts you hope it will not, fornow the grace of God is 


unrighteouſneſfle, for this end that all might beled our 
ofitandto bring in everſtaing righteouſneſſe, that the 
ſpirit- thereof might rule and have the government - 
upon his ſhoulders alone, whoſe habitation is onely in 
the light, and therefore if that ſpirit work in the mind 
and rulein the heart whoſe life is in darknefſe and out of 
the bounds of the heart, bringing forth the deeds of dark- 
neſſe, and yet ſay, you have hope in God which is light 
and in him is nodarkneſſeat all; is not this the hope of 
the Hypocrite to think you may live in Dzves his nature 
all your life time, and yet have Lazarys his poſſeſſion, 
when youcan no longer live therein ? For this confider 
wherefore you were created, but to glorifie your: Crea- 
torin your ſpirits, and in and with your bodies which' is 
but your reaſonable ſervice, and to live untoGod in all 
things, andnot unto your ſelves, and: therefore be ſtill 
and confider and let the witnefle of God m all concien- 
ces-anſwer before it be too late and there be no remedy, 
And if you ſow to the fleſh, how can you think you can 
reap the fruits ofthe ſpirit ? andif youſow co your luſt, 
how can you think you ſhall reap the frwts of chaſtity? 
andif you ſow to cheſpirit of pridez can you hope to reap 
the fruits of humility ? and if yon ſow to the ſpirit of this 
world, whoſe life is im the luſt of the fleſh, the Juſt of the 
eye, andthe pride of life, and covetouſneſle, and all 
things which arenot of God, and how can you ſay or 
think itpo ible you ſhould reap thz fruits of T4. Spirit of 
God by which he calleth and ailthe day long ſtretcheth 
C 2 | out 
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out his hand' by ir? that < Ke gh have the heart, it 


. toguide and- rule to the bringing forth fruit to him and 
' not to your ſelves, for herein is our heavenly Father glo- 
rified when fruit to: his ſpirit is brought forth, and all 
| hereinare approved of with the Lord, and all ſuch con- 
demned already which believeth not in him which giveth 
the vitory over: the ſpirit of this World,. which ſpirit 
cannot live if it be not fed with the fruit thereof, and 
therefore conſider he which liveth in pleaſure is dead 
whilſt he lives;and-he which liveth wantonly.on theearth 
crucifieth the juſt, and he which-is covetous isan Idola- 
tour, and all ſach are ſhut out of the Kingdom of God, 
which the Spirit of Jeſus the true light leadeth unto,and 
areamongf the dogs and ſwine in the devouring nature 
ready to. quarrel-both in words and aCtions,. about the - 
words ow things of God,. which are not theirs; and here 
'may.all Hypocrites read their portion, who can make a 
rofeſſion and plead for it, and with the ſame mind, and 
y the ſame ſpirit plead and quarrel againſt the Saints, 
and:againft the perfe& righteoutneſle of God to be. in« 
joyedin this life, and ſo oppoſeth the command of God, 
_ and thegift of God,and the work of God by Jeſus Chriſt, 
which is to purchaſe unto himſelf a Church without ſpot 
or wrinkle orany ſuch thing,. and ſo maketh as much as 
inthemlies the Word of God of none effe& by their own 
tmaginations,which word is near in the heart,andin the 
mouth,. and as it is believed in, it 1is-ingrafted in the 
heart, and it is able to ſave the ſoul from tin and that is 
its effe& to all which believe in it; forthe Word of God 
is the life of God, and the life of: God is the light of men, 
and the light of men is Jeſus,the Savicur of all which be- 
leve in him, and his Name is called the Word of God, 
the entrance whereof giveth life, and he hath ſo appeared 
in this rhe day of his power, to be the word of life from 
the dead, a quickning = to many faithfull and true 
Witneſſes of his reſurreG&tion and his life, even him who 


was-dcad and isaJive, and behold heliverh —_— more 
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everlaſting praiſes be nnto bing and glory foreverjand © 
he will ſo appear unto all which wait for him, andask 
the way to Zioz with their faces thither-ward, and backs 


1ſetto Agypts Land never there to return again, but now 
\ hereis a great talk at this day of Zion and the way there, 


and ſome preſume tc be Leaders to her, and builders of 
her waſte places again,. which the wild bore of the foreſt 
hath layed waſte, but whereamong them all are they to 
be found; whoſe faces are ſet to Ziv, and their backs to 
#7 ypt, for the chief corner ſtone hath been and is neg- 
le&ed by them all, even that on which: all the building 
ſhould ftand,Chrift Jeſus the light of the World and Rock 
of Ages; andſoalthough they have and may talk of the 
way to Zier, and of building up of her walls, yet their 
faces have been and now are much more then in the days 
paſt ſet to Zgypts land of darknefle and bondage wheren: 
our Lord was and is Crucified 3 for now conſider honeſtly 
this thing, whilſt a man asketh the way to Zzozthat is to 
ſay, theplace of Gods habitation, which the Lord hat. 
choſen for his reſt, and yet his faceſet to Egypt that is to 
ſay the place of the Devils habitation,. with his 'minc 
and heart in pride and covetoulneſle,. or after any thing . 
which is not of God, he is not like to come to Zion, ab 
though he may talk of it in words,. but it ſtands not in 
words, for the King and Law giver thereof his ap- 
pearanceis and will be dreadful.toall ſuch, the workers 
of iniquity, for the proud andall which do wickedly ſhall 
be unto him as ſtubble is unto the fire; and therefore 
this know plainly,. that if you ask the way to Zion aright, 
your faces muſt be thirher-ward, and your backs full ſer 
ro Agypt that is toſay, your minds and hearts ſer againſt 
all. the deeds of darknefle , which as you love the 
light , and fo kring all your deeds untoit, - gon will 
cometo ſeeand feell the power of the Lord,-youto lead 


« out of the land of darkneſfe, into his mervellous light, 


for the gift of God, the light which fhineth in the hearc 
it ſhineth for this very end =_ purpoſe, to give the light 
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of the knowledge of the Foo. of God in the face of Jeſus 
* .Chriſt, Gods ſalvation from tin, which; is ſo made unto » - 


all which betieve im him, as he is the true light of the 
World, and the wiſdom of God, and the power of God 
tokeep in the daily crofſe, which the wiſe builders have 
and doleave behind as a thing toolow and mean for them 
tobuildin, and therefore have been andare aſhamed of 
it : but to us it is the mighty power of God unto Salvati- 


'on, by which we are crucified unto the World, ard the 


World nnto us; ſo that wecan ſay with rhe Saints which 
are gone before ( everlaſtlaſting praiſes be unto our God 


\ forever) that we arenot aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
_ Foritis the mighty power of God nnto Salvation to eve- 


ry one that behieveth ; for the Goſpels the power, and 
the Crofle is the power, andhereon and herein we build 
that which the gates of Hell and death cannot deſtroy, 
becauſe it is founded on the Rock of Ages, Chrift Jeſus 
'the light of the World, he-that hath an ear-to heat let 
-him hear, and he that readeth let him nnderftand, and 
Hewhich can-receive it letrhim oo Co i + 
' And thus in plain words haveT born my teſtimony un- 
to the Worldas a witneſle againſt all the fooliſh bmilders 
and deceivers, and blind guides, which therein live, and 
this of them TI have toſay yet not I but the Lord, that ofall 
-rhen in the World their condition is the moſt miſerable, 
becauſe there' is very few of them, if any, which doth 
not {in againſt their knowledge, 'and fo are deſperate Hy- 
pocrites for pieces of bread, and handfuls of barley, to 
Maintain themſelves, their Wives and Children in pride 
andfdleneſfe, and fo murder in'their way by conſent, to 
*hefulfilling of che Seriptures to their own deſtru&on, 
"And this is my Teftimony to all men in righteouſnefle for 
'my God through Jeſus Chrift my Saviour, my righteouſ- 


nefle, wiſdom, fand&ification and redemption, God over 
_ all, helland death, bleſſedfor ever, 


a * Luke Howard, 
THE END. 
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